
Blood samples were obtained by venipuncture from random,
consenting individuals of the three populations: Kongu Vellala
Gounder (56), Irular (54), and Chakkiliyar (49). DNA was isolated
using standard phenol/chloroform procedure (1). Fifteen autoso-
mal microsatellite loci were amplified using the PowerPlex® 16
system (Promega Corporation, Madison) according to manufac-
turer’s recommendations (2). The amplified products were sepa-
rated by denaturing gel electrophoresis using the ABI Prism™ 377
DNA Sequencer (PE Applied Biosystems, Foster City, CA). Alle-
les were determined by comparison with the allelic ladder included
in the kit.

The resultant data were analyzed using DNATYPE program (3).
The genotype frequencies, results of Hardy-Weinberg tests, com-
bined probability of match, the observed and expected heterozy-
gosity values obtained in the three Tamil populations are given in
Tables 1–3. The study contributes three new populations to the
database being created for the Indian population groups (4–8).

The complete data set is available to any interested researcher
upon request.
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